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The 2014 Fuel 
Economy Guide by 
Clean Cities
As part of our fuel economy 
work, Clean Cities has once 
again collaborated with EPA to 
release the 2014 Fuel Econo-
my Guide!  You can view the 
Guide online or order it in 
print form on FuelEconomy.
gov.  All of the vehicle infor-
mation in the Guide is also 
available in FuelEconomy.
gov’s Find and Compare Cars 
tool, which allows drivers to 
customize their results based 
on their local fuel prices and 
driving habits.

EchoAutomotive Showcases new “Echo-
Drive” at VSCCC December Meeting
On December 11th, 2013 VSCCC showcased EchoAutomotive’s “EchoDrive” which features 
a low cost, bolt on, and plug-in Hybrid system for “V” series vans. The EchoDrive plug-
in system enables existing vehicles to leverage grid power at a fraction of the cost of fossil 
fuels. EchoDrive’s reliable, bolt-on configuration is “transparent” to the existing powertrain 
and virtually eliminates the operational risk of most conversion approaches. It has said to 
on average, increase fuel efficiency by 25-50% and decrease fleet operating costs. 

A vital CNG link has been created between Arizona and California. This new station was 
established by the City of Blythe and will now provide the necessary link for CNG vehicles to 
make the trip from west Phoenix to Blythe and then on to Palm Springs and Southern Califor-
nia. We will announce the opening date, anticipated in mid-January.

The station address is 441 South Main Blythe, CA and will be located on 14th street and main.

New CNG Station Installed in Blythe, CA

In 2012 alone, Clean Cities 
activities -- which include 
idle-reduction measures and 
fuel economy improvements -- 
helped prevent nearly 7 million 
tons of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. That’s like taking nearly 
2 million cars off the road for 
an entire year.
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VSCCC speaks 
with major Arizona 
Rotary Clubs
Valley of the Sun has been 
reaching out to the local 
Rotary Clubs to bring them up 
to date on the use of alterna-
tive fuel and the significant 
number of new alternative fuel 
vehicles. This presentation has 
been made to Kyrene Cor-
ridor, Chandler Rotary, and 
Tempe Rio Salado Rotary.

Grand Prix Racing Creates new High-Oc-
tane Fuel for future 2014 Race
E-85 Ethanol has taken on a new mantel as a high performance fuel. The Argonne Na-
tional Laboratories have developed a racing fuel protocol which shows ethanol out per-
forming conventional high priced petroleum based racing fuel.

This fuel has been adopted by Gran Prix Racing, with a race to be staged in Phoenix in 
2015, using this new formulation.  Beyond price and performance – emission reduction is 
our overriding consideration.  Well, this should comparison should make the case – The 
Carbon Foot Print of a Gran Prix race using this fuel will be less than that of a marathon 
race held on the same track. There is something to be said about a 105 octane fuel.
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Clean Cities Tools and New Mobile App
NREL Developed Mobile App for “Clean Cities” Alternative Fueling Station Locator. iPhone 
users now have access to a free application that locates fueling stations offering alternative 
fuels, including electricity, natural gas, biodiesel, e85 Ethanol, propane and hydrogen. The 
Energy Department’s (DOE) National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) developed the 
new mobile application for DOE’s Clean Cities program. Clean Cities supports local stake-
holders across the country in an effort to cut petroleum use in transportation. The App, which 
is now available for download through Apple’s App Store, allows users to select and locate the 
20 closest stations within a 30-mile radius. Users can view the locations on a map or list and 
they can change from current location to any location they wish; current location will identify 
automatically where the phone is and what could be close to you. Like the sight, the App gives 
you information on price, phone, address, and hours of operations. 

Clean Cities offers a robust collection of tools and publications that help stakeholders deploy 
alternative fuels and vehicles. One popular tool is the Light-Duty Vehicle Search, a searchable 
database that allows users 
to easily find and compare 
alternative fuel vehicles. 
The search tool helps buy-
ers navigate these options. 
It lists individual vehicle 
models by fuel type, man-
ufacturer, and class. Better 
yet, the handy, interactive 
tool allows you to select 
multiple vehicles, across 
multiple model years, and 
compare them side by side. 
Select one or more vehi-
cles and the tool provides 
key information (e.g., fuel 
economy, engine size, and 
transmission type) for each model. A quick link to the Vehicle Cost Calculator lets you esti-
mate a vehicle’s total cost of ownership and emissions.
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Arizona City Beginning Refuse Fleet 
Joined with City of Phoenix, Scottsdale, Peoria, and Waste Management, City of Mesa is 
shifting a large number of its refuse vehicles to run on compressed natural gas (CNG); 18 
new heavy-duty CNG vehicles over the next two years to be exact. “Through a methodical 
and conservative review of the technological advancements for these vehicles and a lengthy 
economic analysis of the program, we are convinced the transfer to this type of fuel is a 
long-term benefit to the City of Mesa,” says Michael Comstock, director of the city’s solid 
waste management department.
The city says temporary CNG refuel-
ing infrastructure will be installed on 
Mesa property on 6th St. in order to 
refuel the trucks. The developments 
of a permanent refueling station that 
will draw from the municipal utility’s 
own natural gas network is in the city’s 
long-term plans.

Clean Cities Blog
The Clean Cities blog is just 
one of the amazing features 
of Clean Cities Coalition 
tools, featuring the latest news 
about alternative fuel vehicles. 
They speculate on potential 
upcoming vehicles while 
highlighting importance to 
changing to alternative fuel 
vehicles. They feature tools for 
helping fleets to individuals 
when exploring the alternative 
vehicle market, like reporting 
the vehicle’s impact before 
you buy it. The blog will also 
give updates from Clean Cities 
efforts around the country on 
important changes to lowering 
emissions in the US. Check it 
out today!

 Clean Cities coalitions have 
helped deploy nearly 550,000 
alternative fuel vehicles on the 
road today and in 2012 alone 
saved almost 400 million 
gallons of oil. More than 55 
percent of this savings came 
from vehicles that run on 
natural gas.

Through the National Clean 
Fleets Partnership, Clean 
Cities works with large com-
panies to integrate alterna-
tive fuels and fuel economy 
improvements in their fleets. 
Since President Obama an-
nounced the initiative in 2011, 
more than 20 partners, in-
cluding FedEx and UPS, have 
joined the National Clean 
Fleets Partnership. These 
partners represent some of the 
nation’s largest commercial 
fleets and collectively operate 
more than 1 million vehicles.
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/alternative-fueling-station/id718577947
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/tools
http://www.eereblogs.energy.gov/cleancities/
http://www.eereblogs.energy.gov/cleancities/

