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New Members Both Ford & GM bring their 2014 Commer-
cial Model Lines to preview in Phoenix
First to bring their line to town was Ford.  They trucked their new line into Monti’s La Casa 
Viejo.  Monti’s was a great choice, as both the oldest building in Arizona, and the first to in-
stall public electric charging stations. They also served a very nice breakfast. Ford’s “Power of 
Choice” product showcased two plug-in hybrids, the Fusion and C-Max. Ford’s new line fea-
tures their eco-boost technology along with their new hybrids. Ford also introduced their new 
line for CNG vehicles including the F-250, and CNG powered van series.   Ford was the first to 
certify their heavy duty diesel  pick-ups for the use of B-20 biodiesel -- classified as alternative 
fuel.

Shawn Lightner, Global Electrified Products Program Manager flew in from their Warren, 
Michigan headquarters to introduce the product line.  A very lively drive-and-ride program 

followed.

GM Showcasing their new 2014 
line of vehicles 
GM followed by bringing their com-
mercial line of vehicles to Phoenix. 
The product line featured the extended 
range hybrid “Volt” and the new CNG 
Sierra 2500 Pickup. GM also featured 
their full 2014 line of flex fuel vehi-
cles. We were pleased to note that the 
line of GM diesel powered pick-ups 
and vans including the new turbo 
diesel Cruze are certified to use alter-
native fuel B-20 biodiesel.  Top GM 
executives from Detroit and Regional 
offices made the presentations.

We want extend a warm 
welcome to “Ecodual” who 
will be collaborating with 
trucking firms to introduc-
ing new technology that 
will provide both opera-
tions with either CNG or 
diesel. We also want to wel-
come Alliance Bank who is 
the first bank to become a 
member of VSCCC.
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Motor vehicles are a major 
source of ozone-forming 
pollution which increases the 
risk of asthma attacks, hos-
pitalizations and premature 
death. Cars, light trucks and 
SUVs contribute to particle 
pollution which threatens 
heart and lung health, as 
well as increases the risk of 
premature death.  Emissions 
from these vehicles also add 
to the toxic burden of those 
who live or work near the 
nation’s busy highways.
 
Please CLICK HERE to urge 
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to issue final 
Cleaner Gasoline and Vehicle 
standards by December 31, 
2013.

The 2014 commercial line was previewed at 
the Phoenix Airport Marriott on June 6th.  
Breakfast and luncheon were served to the 
participants.

https://secure3.convio.net/ala/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=6219&__utma=1.1139687970.1345842875.1369941210.1371742352.18&__utmb=1.3.10.1371742352&__utmc=1&__utmx=-&__utmz=1.1345842875.1.1.utmcsr=(direct)%7Cutmccn=(direct)%7Cutmcmd=(none)&__utmv


VSCCC participated in two Earth Day celebrations. 
On Sunday April 21st we featured a table and an 
alt-fuel contest at the visitors center of Grand Can-
yon National Park. We were enthusiastically greeted 
by Park Superintendent Dave Uberuaga, as well 
as Smokey the Bear, a children’s group traveling to 
the Grand Canyon from Mexico and a host of Park 
visitors.  The Park Service did waive the entrance fee 
during the event. Joining us at our table was Judy 
Sulltrop, representative from the Flagstaff office of 
Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick. Grand Canyon 
National Park is a National Clean Fuels Member 
of Clean Cities. All of their tour buses operate on 
natural gas, and heavy duty equipment on biodiesel. 
VSCCC raffled a full outdoor back pack for the vis-
itor coming closest to guessing how many gallons 
of alternative fuel the park service used in 2012. 
(answer 120,000 gallons).
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NewsLetter
During the weekend of April 19th - 21st, 
earth awareness groups celebrated the 43rd 
anniversary of “Earth Day”.

EPA contacted Valley of the Sun Clean Cities to help find 
a new state department to administer their grants. In the 
shifting of state department responsibilities grant admin-
istration was left uncovered, and EPA grants were bypass-
ing Arizona. 
Working with 
our Secre-
tary of State, 
Ken Bennett 
and the State 
Energy Office, 
we succeeded 
in securing 
the necessary 
letter from the 
Governor to re-assign administration of EPA grants.  So, 
after a 1 ½ year drought, we were happy to help and the 
grant requests are now being distributed for Arizona.

Secretary of State pushes for EPA to start 
re-adminstrating grants in Arizona

Monday, the 22nd we took our 
show to  Caesar Chavez Park 
where the City of Phoenix cele-
brated Earth day hosting several 
thousand visitors. Some vendors 
provided free drinks and snacks 
for the attendees which contribut-
ed to an amazing turn out.  Here 
we gave away a backpack to those 
who guessed the closest to alter-
native gallons used by the city of 
Phoenix in 2012. This was a big 
number as Phoenix leads the na-
tion in the use of alternative fuel. 
(the answer 8.8 million gallons).

“Earth Day” In Phoenix

UpComing News 
• June 25th - Stakeholder meeting 
on the conversion to CNG. 
Meeting starts 8 a.m, there will be 
breakfast provided.

• July - VSCCC plans to hold a 
stakeholder meeting to review Al-
ternative Fuel Stations and their 
locations for both the present and 
upcoming future. Meeting will be 
hosted by major fuel suppliers.

Maricopa County’s official Ozone 
Season began April 1 and will 
continue until the end of Sep-
tember. Ozone pollution is more 
prevalent in the summertime be-
cause pollutants volatile organic 
compounds and nitrogen oxides 
react more readily with heat and 
sunlight. Ground level ozone 
forms when emissions from ve-
hicles, gas and diesel equipment, 
industrial and chemical process-
es, and even household activities 
react in the sun. 
Last year, there were 29 days 
when one or more monitors ex-
ceeded the federal ozone health 
standard in Maricopa County. 
There were eight high-pollution 
advisories and 33 health watches 
for ozone issued. Children are at 
higher risk from elevated ozone 
levels because their lungs are still 
developing.  “Ozone is different 
than other pollution in that it is 
odorless and colorless, but it is 
just as dangerous to your health,” 
Maricopa County Air Quality 
Director Bill Wiley said. “Please 
pay attention to air quality alerts 
and do your part to reduce air 
pollution by driving less, refuel-
ing after dark and avoid waiting 
in long drive-thru lines, at coffee 
shops, fast-food restaurants or 
banks. Park your car and go 
inside.”

Enterprise Car Rental also contributed to the 
event by providing a complimentary Prius for 
transportation to and from the Grand Canyon.


